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Director's Note

Dear friends, The quarter from January to
March is always a time of turning in the west.
Mustard fields in Rajasthan give way to mango
blossom in the Konkan, the cool of the Rann
softens into Holi colour in Gujarat. It is a fitting
season to pause and listen to what our land is
expressing, for that is the root meaning of
Abhivyakti.

During these three months, the West Zone
Cultural Centre continued its core work across
Rajasthan, Gujarat, Maharashtra, Goa,
Daman and Diu and Dadra and Nagar Haveli,
carrying forward the mandate given to the
seven Zonal Cultural Centres to preserve folk
art and oral traditions through documentation
and community collaboration, and to support
masters and young learners through the Guru
Shishya Parampara Scheme. Under the
national umbrella of Ek Bharat Shreshtha
Bharat, our teams travelled with artists to
schools, community halls and village
chaupals, not to perform at people but to
perform with them: a bhajan in a temple
courtyard in Nathdwara, a Warli painting circle
in Palghar, a dhol-tasha interaction in Pune, a
Goan mando evening in Panjim. These are
small gatherings, rarely reported, but they are
where transmission happens.

The classical and folk are not opposites but
neighbours sharing a courtyard. That is a truth
this Centre conceives to take the culture
beyond closed auditoria into chaubara of
villages and towns.

On 19 March, | had the honour of assuming
charge as Director. My identity is not limited to
an administrator but as a Sur-Bahar player of
the Etawah Gharana, a disciple of Pandit
Arvind Parikh, and as someone who has spent
a lifetime learning that music begins with
listening.

Culture, as we wrote in this newsletter
years ago, is not decoration. People without
the knowledge of their past, origin and culture
are like a tree with no roots. May this spring
quarter remind us to water those roots
together.

With warmth
Dr. Ashwin M. Dalvi
Director, West Zone Cultural Centre, Udaipur
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Staging of the Play 'Shiv Mahima' in Rangshala

The West Zone Cultural Centre, Udaipur, successfully staged a captivating theatrical
production titled 'Shiv Mahima' at the Darpan Auditorium in Shilpgram, as part of its
monthly theatre series, 'Rangshala’. Presented in the traditional "Tamasha' style by the
Jaipur-based Parampara Natya Samiti, this performance offered a beautifully evocative
portrayal of Lord Shiva's glory and spiritual essence through a harmonious blend of music,
dialogue, and expressive acting. Directed by Dilip Bhatt, the play enthralled the audience
with its compelling narrative and vibrant stage presentation.
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Cultural Presentation on ‘Vande Bharatam’

Cultural troupes were dispatched to participate in the Republic Day parade held on
January 26th at Rajpath, New Delhi. The central theme for this event was designated as
"150 Years of Vande Bharatam." Approximately 2,500 artists took part in this grand
spectacle. On the occasion of Republic Day 2026, the Sangeet Natak Akademi—an
autonomous body under the Ministry of Culture—in collaboration with the North Zone
Cultural Centre and the West Zone Cultural Centre (Udaipur), presented this magnificent
performance on Kartavya Path, centered on the theme "Vande Mataram." Through a
harmonious blend of melody, rhythm, and emotion, this tableau and dance presentation
vividly brought to life before the nation's citizens the spirit of the freedom struggle, the
ethos of sacrifice, and an unwavering love for the motherland. This performance serves to
engage the youth, showcase India's rich civilizational heritage, and convey a powerful
message of national unity. The participating troupes featured a diverse array of dance
forms, including Lal Angi Gair, Bhovada, Tribal Gair, Safed Gair, Dandiya Raas, Kalbelia,
Rathwa, Ghode Modhni, and Kunbidances.
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Bal Gandharva Music Festival

The 24th Bal Gandharva Music Festival was held in Jalgaon, Maharashtra, from January 9
to 11. It was organized by the Late Vasantrao Chandorkar Memorial Foundation. The
festival commenced with a *Ganesh Vandana* (prayer) performed by Nupur Khatavkar,
Komal Chauhan, Hetal Chauhan, Sakshi Mali, Snehal Phadke, and Tanya Patil. This was
followed by classical vocal performances by Shruti Bujarbarua and Yashaswani, and a
sitar recital by Chirag Katti.
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Camel Festival

The International Camel
Festival was held in
Bikaner from January
9 to 11. The event was
inaugurated by Union Law
Minister Arjun Ram
Meghwal. Various cultural
performances featured on
the occasion included the
Rathwa dance and Saungi
Mukhwate.
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Cultural Program in International Maheshwari Grand Convention

The cultural program for the International Maheshwari Grand Convention was held in
Jodhpur from January 9 to 11. Performances included Kathak, Manganiyar singing,
Haryanvi Ghoomar, and Rathwa dance, showcasing traditional folk dance, music, and the
community's heritage. These events were also honored with prestigious national-level
awards in the ‘Cultural Live Event’ category.
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AadiLokotsav

The Aadi Lokotsav was celebrated in Goa from January 9 to 11. Cultural performances
such as Rathwa, Dhangari Gaja, Saungi Mukhvate, Siddhi Dhamal, and Sahariya Swang
were presented during the event.
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'Parakram Diwas' in Haripura

A grand event was organized on January 23, 2026, in Haripura (Bardoli, Surat district) to
observe 'Parakram Diwas' (Day of Valour) on the occasion of Netaji Subhash Chandra
Bose's 129th birth anniversary. The program featured a painting competition for school
students, a rally, an exhibition, a play depicting key events from Netaji's life, and various
cultural performances. Dignitaries present at the event included Surat District Collector
Saurabh Pargi, District Panchayat President Bhaviniben Patel, Block Head Jamnaben
Rathod, Deputy District Collector Jignaben Parmar, Mamlatdar Kalpanaben Patel, District
Panchayat Member Roshanbhai, Taluka Development Officer Bhavsingh Parmar,
Sarpanch Ashaben Manish Chaudhary, and District Youth Development Officer Radhika
Lathiya. Amessage from the Hon'ble Prime Minister was also broadcast on a large screen
during the event. The program was conducted by Shaileshbhai Vadva. Hundreds of
people, including school students, folk artists, and villagers, participated in a one-
kilometer-long 'Parakram Rally'.
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Lokotsav Goa

The National Folk Festival, organized by the Directorate of Art and Culture, Government of
Goa, in collaboration with the West Zone Cultural Centre, Udaipur, concluded successfully
at the 'Dariya Sangam' venue within the Kala Academy complex in Panaji, running from
January 16 to January 25, 2026. Additional cultural performances continued thereafter
until January 29, 2026. The festival brought together approximately 25-30 folk troupes
and artists from various Indian states alongside local Goan groups on a single platform,
creating a vibrant stage for cultural integration. The event showcased a rich diversity of
traditional folk arts—including Manganiyar, Bhavai, Bihu, Kalbelia, Charkula dance,
Lavani, Koli, Mayur (Peacock) dance, Rouf dance, Purulia Chhau, Ghoomar (Rajasthan),
Siddi Dhamal, and many others—reflecting the diversity and unity of Indian culture.
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Gunijan Music Festival
The Gunijan Music Festival was held in Jaipur on January 23, 2026.
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Staging of the Play 'Abhayrani Abbakka’

During the Mahi Mahotsav in Banswara on January 24, 2026, a magnificent cultural
performance filled the audience with a deep sense of pride and inspiration regarding
India's glorious history. Organized under the aegis of the West Zone Cultural Centre,
Udaipur, the event featured a powerful theatrical presentation based on the life and valor of
the 16th-century heroine, Queen Abbakka. The event concluded successfully, garnering
praise for the artists and organizers alike, and underscored the Centre's ongoing efforts to
promote and preserve India's vibrant cultural heritage.
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Desert Festival
The Desert Festival was held in Jaisalmer on January 30 and 31, featuring cultural
performances such as the Rathwa and Mayur dances.
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Naad Sadhana, Jaipur
At the 'Naad Sadhana' event held in Jaipur on January 31, Dr. Ashwin Dalvi performed on
the *Surbahar*, and Amrita Kulkarni gave a *Sitar* recital.
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Beneshwar Fair, Dungarpur
Performances of the Dangi dance, Siddhi Dhamal and Bahurupiya art were presented at
the two-day Beneshwar Fair, which began on January 31.
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Staging of the Play 'Golden Bazaar' at Rangshala

As part of the monthly theatre evening 'Rangshala’ organized by the Centre, the Potli
Theatre Group from Mumbai delivered a powerful performance of the play 'Golden Bazaar'
at the Darpan Auditorium in Shilpgram. This impressive presentation was highly
acclaimed by the packed audience. The play—at once entertaining and poignant—was
written by Pawan Uttam and Vijay Singh Parmar. Vijay Singh Parmar handled the story
and design, while Anshu Srivastava developed the concept. 'Golden Bazaar' was a
powerful and emotionally stirring play set against the backdrop of the vibrant yet
contradictory world of Kolkata; it delved deeply into sensitive themes such as love,
betrayal, struggle, and liberation.
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Trainee IAS Officers (Batch of 2025) Visit Shilpgram

Trainee IAS officers from the 2025 batch visited Shilpgram in Udaipur on February 8 as
part of their winter study tour. During the visit, they were introduced to traditional huts from
various states, the sculpture park, and the rural ambience. The 11-member group watched
folk performances—including Langa-Manganiyar, Kalbelia, Gondhal, Chakri, and
Dang—presented by folk artists at the Banjara Manch and also took group photographs
with the performers. At the conclusion of the visit, batch representative Archit shared his
views on the promotion of Indian art and the welfare of artists.
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ShriNimbeshwar Mahadev Cattle Fair

The Shri Nimbeshwar Mahadev Cattle Fair was organized in Pali on February 14. Joraram
Kumawat, the Minister for Animal Husbandry and Dairy, Cow Rearing, and Devasthan,
inaugurated the fair. A Teratali dance performance was presented during the event. This
fair was organized by the district administration and the Animal Husbandry Department
afteragap of 35 years.
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Chitrankan Printmaking Camp

A Chitrankan printmaking camp was
organized from 18 to 25 February 2026, under
the joint collaboration of the Directorate of Art ‘
and Culture, Goa and West Zone Cultural
Centre, Udaipur. Around 16 participants from
across the country created prints based on the !
theme 'Vande Mataram'. An exhibition of these |
prints was held at the conclusion of the event. :
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Ritu Vasant

During the three-day 'Ritu Vasant' festival held at Shilpgram, Udaipur, from February 20 to
22,2026, the audience was captivated by the enchanting melodies of renowned flautist Pt.
Chetan Joshi and a magnificent Kathak performance by Gauri Diwakar. Pt. Chetan Joshi
was accompanied on the flute by Anjaney Joshi and on the tabla by Pt. Hitendra Dixit. On
February 21, Gulzar Hussain (violin) and Mohammad Umar (dilruba)—both from
Jaipur—created a magical atmosphere with a special *jugalbandi* (duet performance),
accompanied by Meraj Hussain and Zeyan Hussain on the tabla. This was followed by a
beautiful Odissi dance performance by Kavita Dwivedi from Faridabad. On February 22, a
classical vocal recital was presented by Jayateerth Mevundi from Karnataka,
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accompanied by Abhishek Mishra on the tabla. As the festival's concluding offering, the
Sadhya Group from New Delhi presented a special dance performance titled 'Nritya
Pravah' under the direction of renowned choreographer Santosh Nair. These
performances not only entertained the audience but also brilliantly showcased the rich
heritage of India's classical music and dance traditions.
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Rajshakti Saras Mela

The Rajshakti Saras Mela was organized at the Ramlila Ground in Pali from February 21 to
27, 2026. Products crafted by women from self-help groups, a food court, and vibrant
cultural evenings held daily were the main attractions of the fair. A performance of the 'Lal
Aangi Gair' dance also took place during the event.
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Vasantotsav

Vasantotsav was organized in Gandhinagar, Gujarat, from February 21 to March 2, 2026.
Around 148 artists showcased various art forms, including Rouf, Bihu, Mayur, Bhangra,
Bhapang, Bahurupiya, Kalbelia, and Purulia Chhau.
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'Yatra Pashchimalap'—Dahod

Agrand festival of traditional arts unfolded in the tribal region of Dahod from 21 February to
1 March 2026, as the West Zone Cultural Centre (Udaipur)—an organization under the
Ministry of Culture, Government of Ind|a—successfully hosted the ‘Yatra Pashchlmalap

event. This cultural festlval w
brought the diverse folk { ':.

traditions of Western India onto T

a single platform. More than 100 ?ﬂtqn ﬂﬂﬂ
artists participated in the ten- Wy ol m
Ly

day event, presenting 1
performances such as Kalbelia EIBIE a2t 7 181
dance, Bhapang recital, Chakri
dance, Dang tribal dance,
Mishra Raas, and the traditional
Vasava Holidance.
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Bikaner Theatre

The 10th Bikaner Theatre Festival was held in Bikaner from 25 February to 1 March 2026.
Various plays were staged, offering the audience an opportunity to witness a diverse range
of theatrical styles and genres.
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Dang Darbar

The Dang Darbar was organized in Gujarat from 26 February to 2 March 2026.
Performances included the Rathwa dance, Siddi Dhamal, Garba, Tarpa, and Haryana's
Ghoomar.
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Folk theater show

On 2 March 2026, a grand presentation of Jaipur Tamasha, the rich cultural heritage of
Jaipur, 'Ranjha-Heer' was successfully staged by Veena Pani Sansthan. This folk drama
was written by Banshidhar ji Bhatt and directed by Vasudev Bhatt ji.
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Panchali play in Rangshala

To mark International Women'’s Day, the play Panchali
was powerfully staged by the Himachal Cultural
Research Forum and Theatre Repertory on 8 March
2026, at the Darpan Auditorium in Shilpgram. This
performance was organized under the ‘Rangshala’
monthly theatre evening series by the West Zone
Cultural Centre (WZCC), Udaipur. The impressive
production was highly acclaimed by the audience,
which packed the auditorium to capacity. The play
was conceived and directed by theatre expert Prof.
Suresh Sharma—an NSD (New Delhi) alumnus and
former Director of WZCC. Through the character of
Draupadi, the play highlighted the story of women's
struggles, dignity, and rights.
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Grand Jauhar Fair

A grand Jauhar fair was held at Chittorgarh Fort in the heroic land of Chittorgarh from
March 13 to 15, 2026, to commemorate the brave women (*Virangnas®); performances
such as Lal Aangi Gair, Chang Dhamal, and Kachhi Ghodi were presented during the
event. Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath also attended the fair.
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Divisional Level Arogya Mela

Performances of Kalbelia and Bhavai dances were presented during the cultural program
at the Divisional-Level Arogya Mela-2026, held at Ramlila Ground in Pali city on March 13
and 14, 2026.
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State-Level Youth Talent Competition

The State-Level Youth Talent Competition was held at Shilpgram, Udaipur, on March 14,
2026. Tara Kumari Kamad from Pali triumphed in the folk dance category, while Sher
Mohammad from Barmer made his mark in folk singing. Firoz Khan Manganiyar from
Barmer secured the top spot in folk instrumental music, and Lokesh Kumar from Udaipur
emerged as the winner in folk theatre. The event concluded on a successful and
memorable note, celebrating the spirit of the youth and India's rich cultural heritage.
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Aadi Jaati Mahotsav

On 14th and 15th March 2026, dances like Sahariya Swang, Adivasi Gair, Songi
Mukhwate etc. were presented in the cultural programs at Adi Jaati Mahotsav in Tapi
Gujarat.
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Lok-Anuranjan Mela, Jodhpur

Performances of Garba, Dangi,
Saungi Mukhvate, Lavani, and
Dekhni dances were presented
at the Lok-Anuranjan Mela held
in Jodhpur from March 17 to 19, 2026.
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Gopichand-Bhartrihari

A vibrant cultural program titled "Gopichand-Bhartrihari" was successfully organized on
March 18, 2026, at the Ambikeshwar Mahadev Temple complex in Amer, Jaipur. The event
was held under the aegis of the West Zone Cultural Centre, Udaipur, in collaboration with
the Jaipur Virasat Foundation and the Parampara Natya Samiti.
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Ghotia Amba Fair

The GhotiaAmba Fairis a prominenttribal
fair that was organized on March 18-19,
2026, in Bagidora, Banswara. Around 28 artists performed the Bhavai dance, Bhapang
recital, and Rathwa dance atthe event.
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Dr. Ashwin Dalvi Appointed Director of West Zone Cultural Centre

Dr. Ashwin Mahesh Dalvi assumed the office of Director of the West Zone Cultural Centre
on March 19, 2026, for a three-year term. He has previously served as the Chairman of the
Lalit Kala Akademi, Rajasthan (holding the rank of Minister of State). A Surbahar player of
the Etawah Gharana and a disciple of Pandit Arvind Parikh, Dr. Dalvi has carved a distinct
niche for himself through performances on prestigious national and international
platforms. He is the son of the late, renowned art guru Shri Mahesh Dalvi. Furqan Khan,
Director of the North Zone Cultural Centre, Patiala—who had been holding the additional
charge of Director of the West Zone Cultural Centre—welcomed Dr. Ashwin Dalvi to the
office and handed over the charge to him. Under Dr. Dalvi's leadership, the activities of the
West Zone Cultural Centre are expected to gain new direction and momentum. It is
noteworthy that the West Zone Cultural Centre is responsible for overseeing cultural
activities across Rajasthan, Gujarat, Maharashtra, Goa, and the Union Territories of
Daman & Diu and Dadra & Nagar Haveli.
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Rajasthan Day
Rajasthan Day was celebrated in Kankroli, Rajsamand, on March 19. Cultural programs
featured performances such as Manganiyar singing, Bhavai dance, Chari dance, and
Chang Dhamal.
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Courtesy Call by the Director of the West Zone Cultural Centre on the Governor

Dr. Ashwin Dalvi, Director of the West Zone Cultural Centre, Udaipur, paid a courtesy call
on the Hon'ble Governor of Rajasthan, Shri Haribhau Kisanrao Bagde, at Raj Bhavan,
Jaipur, on March 23, 2026. He discussed the activities of the West Zone Cultural Centre
with the Hon'ble Governor and outlined the roadmap for upcoming programs. During this
meeting, the Hon'ble Governor extended his best wishes for the future action plans.
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Trainees Deliver Outstanding Performance in the Play ‘Parsai Ka Sansar’

On the occasion of World Theatre Day (March 27), a powerful staging of the play ‘Parsai
Ka Sansar’ was presented by the West Zone Cultural Centre, Udaipur, at the Darpan
Auditorium in Shilpgram. As part of a 40-day performance-oriented theatre workshop that
began on February 20, 2026, participants received training from Prof. Suresh Sharma—a
renowned theatre artist and former director of the National School of Drama (New Delhi)
and the North Central Zone Cultural Centre (Prayagraj). Through diligent effort, the
trainees mastered the play—encompassing acting, dialogue delivery, and
stagecraft—and presented it on stage for the first time. The play was directed by Prof.
Suresh Sharma (a recipient of the Sangeet Natak Akademi Award), with Tanay Vivek
Pandey serving as assistant director. Staged under Prof. Suresh Sharma’s expert
direction, the production emerged as a compelling theatrical work, utilizing facial
expressions, gestures, symbolism, and acting to great effect. The performances by all
participants were highly commendable. Musical accompaniment was provided by
Mahboob Hussain on the harmonium and Tushar Rao on the dholak. Notably, the play
‘Parsai Ka Sansar’ is based on the works of the celebrated satirist Harishankar Parsai,
offering a sharp and insightful satire on contemporary social anomalies.
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29th Nupur Classical Dance Festival

The 29th Nupur Classical Dance Festival was
held in Goa from March 27 to 29, 2026.
Approximately 23 artists representing various
art forms performed at the event, including
Kuchipudi (duet by Dr. Basant Kiran),
Mohiniyattam (Divya Vayer), Bharatanatyam (Prarthana Kaushik), and Kathak (Durga
Arya).
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63rd Maharana Kumbha Music Festival
The 63rd Maharana Kumbha Music
Festival was held in Udaipur from March
27 to 29, 2026. During the event, Dr.
Chetna Pathak from Maharashtra presented a classical vocal recital, while Dr. Rindana
Rahasya from Delhi performed Indian classical vocal duets.
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Amar Kala Mahotsav

The third edition of the three-day Amar Kala Mahotsav 2026 was held in Bikaner on March
31, 2026. Organized by the Rasdhara Natya Samiti, Bhilwara, in collaboration with the
Department of Art and Culture, Rajasthan, and the West Zone Cultural Centre, Udaipur,
the event was held in memory of the late musician Amarchand Purohit.
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West Zone Cultural Centre Udaipur

Bagore Ki Haveli, Gangaur Ghat, Udaipur (Raj.) 313001
Phone : 0294-2523858 Shilpgram : 2431304, Whatsapp :8619257049
E-mail : wzcccom@rediffmail.com Website : www.wzccindia.com

ﬁ https://www.facebook.com/wzccudaipur

@ https://www.instagram.com/westzoneculturalcentre
® https://x.com/WestZoneCulture
@ nttps://www.youtube.com/@WestZoneCulturalCentre




